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Decibel Sound Level Scale

The decibel sound level scale is an arbitrary scale that ranges from 0 dB (threshold of
hearing) to 130 dB (threshold of pain). The chart below shows where some common
sounds fall on this dB scale. Audible alarms are available that have sound levels as soft
as 55 dB at 2 feet and as loud as 110 dB at 2 feet.

Reference Sound Levels

(as 1f vou were standing 2 feet from the sound source)

1 130 dB Threshold of Pan
Rock Concert ——m—s
120 dB
Loud Auto Hom 110 4B
100 dB
Food Blender —— 90 dB
Loud Smging — 80 dB
) 70 dB
Normal Conversation ———» ‘
60 dB
50 JdB
40 dB

Quiet Whisper —— 3, ip

20 dB Rustling of Leaves
10 dB
0 dB Threshold of Hearmg
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